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Thaddeus Russell 
Historian and Cultural Critic
SPEECH TOPICS:
Finding Emerging Markets At The “Bottom” Of Society. Where can we find the origins of many of today’s largest and most important consumer markets? By looking to the very bottom of American history: the prostitutes of the 19th century who were the first to wear cosmetics and brightly-colored clothes; the 1920s gangsters who helped establish the popular music and movie industries; and the juvenile delinquents of the 1950s who made blue jeans and sneakers fashionable. Today, we can find tomorrow’s hottest markets by looking where many fear to go.
How American Business Won the Cold War And Why It Will Win The War On Terror. We can win the War on Terror, just as we won the Cold War, without firing a shot. Today, most of the top-40 songs in the Middle East are American or Arabic hip-hop. American TV shows are raining down from satellites onto Muslim households across the region. Every day, more young Muslims wear Western styles than the day before. Polls show that Britney Spears, Paris Hilton, and Lady Gaga are more popular in Iran than Mahmoud Ahmadinejad or Ayatollah Khameini. This is the same revolution that killed communism. And the mullahs know that it will kill them too. All we have to do to win the War on Terror is drop our guns and let our most powerful weapon, the renegade freedom of popular culture, do the job for us.
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