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Elizabeth Cheney

Former Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Near Eastern Affairs

National Co-chair, Fred Thompson for President

SPEECH TOPICS:
The Middle East Today. Cheney has been working on issues related to the Middle East in public and private practice since 1989. She served most recently as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs. In that capacity she was the second ranking State Department official with responsibility for significant elements of U.S. policy in the Middle East. She oversaw American programs to promote political and economic reform, improve education systems and empower women across the region. Her presentation illuminates what’s really happening on the ground in the Middle East today. She highlights the changes and challenges most American audiences don’t see or hear about. She talks about what it really means to promote democracy in the Middle East, including what works and what doesn’t. She also discusses future trends in the Arab world and highlights emerging paths in reform and development, as well as emerging threats. Her presentation focuses on the impact American policy and policymakers have on this key region, and the likely ramifications the Obama presidency will have on Middle East policy and development. 
Campaigning and Democracy. Cheney has a lifetime of political and campaign experience. She draws on that experience to provide unique insights for audiences about what life is like on the campaign trail, and an insider’s view to the 2000, 2004, and 2008 presidential campaigns. In 2000 and 2004 she served as a national surrogate and manager of vice presidential debate preparation for the Bush-Cheney campaign. Her presentation also focuses on the issues that are shaping America’s political process today. She looks, in particular, at the importance of national security and the role the  women’s vote played in deciding the 2008 election. Hear about the issues and politics that will shape the upcoming election and indeed, America’s future.

Women and politics.  In this unique and inspirational presentation, Cheney looks at the trailblazing role women are playing in politics today, both in the United States and in the Middle East. She introduces audiences to the stories of courage and personal sacrifice of scores of women who are working to change the face of the Arab world, at great personal risk. These women are teaching other women to read, teaching them that they have political rights and showing them the power that comes through exercising those rights. Cheney also looks at the changing role of the American woman voter and candidate. She outlines the emergence of the “Alpha-mom” as a discerning American voter and consumer. She analyzes the growing numbers of women running for office and running campaigns. She discusses the impact of Hillary Clinton’s candidacy on American women voters in this election. In this presentation, Cheney introduces audiences to the women who really are changing our world. 
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