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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Leroy Chiao

Astronaut

“Leroy Chiao’s preoccupation with the heavens has led to his becoming a leading member of two of the most elite and exclusive groups on Earth: NASA astronauts and, now, one of the pioneers in the frontier of commercial space flight. USA Weekend Magazine

Dr. Leroy Chiao is a renowned American astronaut. His accomplished track record in space, in the lab, and in the field, offers audiences an unparalleled glimpse into space exploration, and his broad technical expertise allows him to offer compelling insights on future technology trends, the fascinating biomedical effects of spaceflight, and the need for our renewed focus on innovation. In his presentations, he also offers his unique perspective on leadership, decision-making, and multicultural issues. Few people have reached the heights in their careers that Leroy Chiao continues to experience, and he is happy to offer the benefit of his out-of-this-world knowledge to inspire and inform others in any field.

Life among the Stars. Leroy Chiao has a unique perspective of the world, being one of the few individuals to have seen it from space. Ever since he sat transfixed as a child watching the Apollo 11 moon landing back in 1969, Leroy knew that his destination was the stars. The son of Chinese immigrants, Chiao became one of the most accomplished astronauts in the history of the United States’ Space Program. Chiao is a veteran of four space missions, and during his stellar, 15-year NASA career, he logged 229 days in space and earned the honor of commanding the International Space Station. He is also one of one of only 166 people to walk in space (a feat he accomplished six times) and was one of a few Americans to ever co-pilot a Russian Soyuz spacecraft. 
He has worked closely with Russian, Japanese and European astronauts and their affiliated agencies and is uniquely qualified to speak about the American, Russian, Japanese, European, and Chinese space programs. In 2006, Chiao became the first American to visit the Astronaut Research and Training Center of China. For his work, Chiao earned numerous accolades, including NASA’s Distinguished Service Medal, two Exceptional Service Medals, and four Space Flight Medals.
Life Post-NASA. Chiao’s impressive scientific resume does not end at Cape Canaveral. He is the chairman of the National Space Biomedical Research Institute User Panel and a part of the Center for Space Medicine, both of which are attached to the Baylor College of Medicine. He also served as the first Raborn Distinguished Chair Max Faget Professor in the Mechanical Engineering Department at the Louisiana State University. Chiao is currently writing two books and frequently appears on television as an expert commentator in the areas of science and space exploration. 

After leaving NASA, Chiao became a pioneer in the commercial space sector and served on the White House-appointed Review of U.S. Human Spaceflight Plans Committee. In addition, Chiao is a director of InNexus, a biotechnology/pharmaceutical development company, and a member of the Committee of 100. He also serves on the board of the Challenger Center for Space Science Education and is a spokesman and advisor for the Heinlein Prize Trust, which uses students’ natural enthusiasm for space to create innovative learning experiences.     Updated WMS  10/11
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