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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Alan Colmes

Host of Fox News Radio’s The Alan Colmes Show
It was the day broadcast industry experts thought would never come. On October 7, 1988 the flagship station of the National Broadcasting Company, the legendary WNBC, was going off the air for good. NBC brass wanted the final show to be a fitting tribute to its incredible history. That’s why NBC’s afternoon talk host Alan Colmes was tapped to preside over its final hours. As a little boy growing up on Long Island, in the shadows of the world's number one radio market, Colmes would stay up late into the night, hiding under his covers with an old clunky earpiece, listening to WNBC when it was New York's state of the art conversation station in the 1960’s. Now television crews from every major media outlet, and historical radio figures, were swirling around him, following his lead, as he sadly put this radio icon to bed. As Colmes said in his closing remarks that day, “Little did I know that the last words I would say on WNBC would be the last ones anyone would say.”   

  

WABC plucked Colmes from late-nights in 1984 and installed him in the all-important morning spot. Ratings and revenues steadily rose and Colmes’ morning numbers by the mid-eighties were the highest the station had achieved in some years. Colmes' recognition within the industry began to grow. Within a short period of time, he participated at William Paley's Museum of Broadcasting presentation on talk radio, a Fred Friendly conclave on the first amendment and an appeared on the CBS Evening News with Dan Rather commenting on that same topic. In 1990, Colmes hosted the third annual Emerson Radio Hall of Fame Awards.

In the afternoons at WNBC Colmes continued to bring to his audience entertainment and interviews unavailable elsewhere: George Bush, Dick Gregory, Gloria Steinem, Jay Leno, and the first in-depth interview with Jessica Hahn at the height of the Jim Baker scandal. 

In October 1996, when Rupert Murdoch launched Fox News Channel, Fox News CEO Roger Ailes tapped Alan to co-host the channel’s nightly prime time debate show. Finding a liberal in conservative times was not easy. Perhaps that is why conservative Sean Hannity had already been hired and the working title for the show was Hannity and LTBD, or Liberal To Be Determined. Colmes’ nickname during his first few months at Fox was “LTBD.” Hannity and Colmes, as it is now widely known, is the second highest rated program on cable news television, having bested former ratings champion Larry King, and regularly winning its time slot.

In February 2003, Fox News created a new radio venue for Colmes. Alan's radio show became the lead offering of the new Fox News Radio division. Once again, Colmes found himself breaking new ground bringing the Fox brand name to radio and instantly establishing himself as the reigning liberal in the medium. This wildly popular show is being grabbed up by stations all over the country, and garnering ratings and revenue. 

Red White and Liberal: How Left is Right and Right is Wrong went on sale in October, 2003. Alan’s take on America, published by Regan Books, won raves from former President Bill Clinton, former Vice Presidential nominees Jack Kemp, and Geraldine Ferraro, and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich. 

Love him or hate him, revere or disdain him, know that Alan Colmes has never forgotten that little boy, up late at night, awake under the covers, earplug fastened in, fantasizing about a career on radio and television; all the while hoping his parents didn't know he was up listening to the masters. He brings that sense of wonderment to each of his broadcasts. After all, somewhere, off in the darkness, another pair of young ears may be listening.
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