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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Senator Bob Graham 

Former United States Senator from Florida

Former Senator Bob Graham chaired the congressionally established commission on the prevention of weapons of mass destruction proliferation and terrorism, producing the new report World at Risk. Based on the report’s three principle findings, Graham and his co-authors make thirteen recommendations for America moving forward. With a belief that the use of WMD and the proliferation of terrorism are not inevitabilities, Graham lays out how decisive and urgent action can reduce our vulnerability to biological and nuclear weapons. In spring of 2009, CQ Press will release Graham’s first book, America: the Owner’s Manual, a volume that outlines the tools of effective participatory citizenship.

Graham, born November 9, 1936, was a United States Senator from Florida from 1987 to 2005 and the governor of that state from 1979 to 1987. Following a failed bid for the Democratic Party nomination in the 2004 presidential race, Graham was considered a possible running mate for John Kerry.

Senator Graham was born in Dade County, Florida. He married Adele Khoury, of Miami Shores, in 1959 and have four daughters: Gwen Graham Logan, Cissy Graham McCullough, Suzanne Graham Gibson, and Kendall Graham Elias. The Grahams also have ten grandchildren as of 2003.

Senator Graham was the student body president of Miami Senior High School, graduating in 1955. He received a bachelor's degree in 1959 from the University of Florida, where he was a member of the Sigma Nu fraternity. While at UF he was inducted into the University of Florida Hall of Fame (the most prestigious honor at UF), and was inducted into Florida Blue Key. He went on to receive an LLB from Harvard Law School in 1962.

Senator Graham began his Workdays in 1974, teaching a semester of civics at Carol City Senior High School in Miami while serving in the Florida Senate. He performed 100 Workdays in 1986 during his first successful campaign for U.S. Senate. Since then, he has completed 386 Workdays, more than a year's worth of days spent laboring side-by-side with the people he represents. His Workdays are an extension of his belief in a personal style of governing.

Senator Graham has continued doing Workdays throughout his tenure as governor and in the United States Senate. His jobs have included service as a police officer, railroad engineer, construction worker, fisherman, garbage man, factory worker, busboy, and teacher. On Workday Number 365, he checked in customers, handled baggage, and helped serve passengers on US Airways.

Senator Graham is a Democrat who has never lost an election. He was first elected to the Florida House of Representatives in 1966 and reelected in 1968. He was elected to the Florida State Senate in 1970 and was reelected as State Senator in 1974.

Senator Graham was then elected Governor of Florida in 1978 after a seven candidate Democratic primary race in which he initially placed second to Robert L. Shevin. His supporters at the time dubbed themselves "Graham crackers." Graham was reelected in 1982 with 65% of the vote, defeating Republican Skip Bafalis. As governor he was probably best known for his pro-environmental policy and overseeing resumption of the Florida Death Penalty.

Graham was then elected to the U.S. Senate in 1986, defeating incumbent Sen. Paula Hawkins 55 to 45 percent. He was re-elected in 1992, defeating Bill Grant, 66 percent to 34 percent, and  in 1998 , defeating Charlie Crist, 63 percent to 37 percent.

Senator Graham announced his candidacy for President of the United States in the 2004 election on the Democratic ticket on February 27, 2003. However, on October 7, 2003, he announced (with polls showing him in last place among a field of ten candidates) he was ending his presidential campaign, saying he started his campaign too late and had trouble raising money. In November, he announced that he would not seek another term in the Senate.

After John Kerry became the presumptive Democratic nominee for president in March 2004, there was some discussion in the media that Graham might be on the short list of Kerry's choices for vice president, presumably at least in part because having Graham on the ticket could help Kerry win Florida in the presidential election. Shortly before Kerry chose Sen. John Edwards, the Kerry campaign printed "Kerry-Graham" posters and bumper stickers in case Edwards declined to be Kerry's running mate

Senator Graham has since expressed a desire to start two centers, one at the University of Florida and one at University of Miami, that would train future political leaders. He is also currently writing a book on civic education and how a citizen can participate in our democracy in effective ways.

The Graham dairy in Miami Lakes was redeveloped into a residential and commercial community during the 1970s and 1980s, under the leadership of Graham's brother William. To this day, Graham still owns a significant share of the Graham Companies, which is estimated to be worth around $10 million. To avoid a potential conflict of interest, his various investments, including his share in the Miami Lakes development, are managed by a proxy and reported to Graham at the end of each year. Graham's total net worth is estimated to be somewhere between $7.35 million and $31.7 million.

On November 18, 2005, the Sunshine Skyway Bridge, which was rebuilt during Graham's time as Governor (supposedly with great input from him), was renamed the Bob Graham Sunshine Skyway Bridge by the Florida Legislature.  On May 6, 2006 at the Spring commencement for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the University of Florida awarded Bob Graham an honorary doctorate, the Doctor of Public Service.  Graham is currently serving as an Institute of Politics Fellow at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government.
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