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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Fred Grandy

Television Star, Former Member of Congress (R-IA)
Former CEO of Goodwill Industries and Political Commentator

Fred Grandy has lived a life most people can only fantasize about. As an actor he starred on the wildly successful TV series The Love Boat as Burl “Gopher” Smith, which not only obliged him to visit the world’s most romantic ports of call, but actually PAID him to do it. Yet at the height of his show business success he abandoned Hollywood, returned to his native Iowa and launched a campaign for Congress. This began his eight-year career in the U.S. House of Representatives, which established Grandy as one of the most respected, well-spoken, and well-liked members of Congress on either side of the political aisle. From Congress, he went on to Goodwill Industries and then left to become a popular political commentator. Exclusively represented by Leading Authorities speakers bureau, Fred Grandy delivers poignant, funny, and pertinent messages about state of the political landscape, the importance of giving back, and community involvement.

On the Airwaves and Beyond. Grandy was a political commentator on National Public Radio, and from 2003–2010, he and radio veteran Andy Parks were the hosts of The Grandy & Andy Morning Show, a conservative radio talk show in Washington, D.C., which was later renamed The Grandy Group. Grandy was also the host of a show on Retirement Living TV called Daily Cafe with MSNBC anchor Alex Witt. 

Most recently, Grandy has joined the Washington-based Center for Security Policy as a senior fellow developing and managing projects on domestic terrorism and counter intelligence.
A Man of Goodwill. Both his colleagues in Congress and his constituency back home earmarked Grandy for a long and bright political career, but frustrated by partisan backbiting, gridlock, and the skyrocketing cost of getting re-elected, Grandy left Congress in 1995. Two weeks later, he took over one of our nation’s largest charitable organizations, Goodwill Industries, as the president and CEO. There, he spent years rebuilding the reputation of the well-liked, but little understood, chain of thrift stores and rehab centers, turning it into America’s most successful workforce development network. During his tenure as CEO, Goodwill’s annual revenues nearly doubled to $1.6 billion and customers jumped from 130,000 to 373,000 per year. 

During his last three years with Goodwill, Grandy was named one of the country’s most influential nonprofit leaders by The Non Profit Times. A magna cum laude graduate of Harvard with a master of arts in Shakespearean studies from The George Washington University, he has also been a visiting professor at the University of Maryland’s School of Public Affairs, as well as a consultant to a number of nonprofit organizations. 

Congressional Run. Grandy won the election to an Iowa US House of Representatives seat in 1986. During his four terms in Congress, he served on a variety of committees, including House Ways and Means, Agriculture, Standards of Official Conduct, and Education and the Workforce. While a member of Congress, Grandy won eight “Watchdog of the Treasury” awards.
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