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Alan Hale

Director, Southwest Institute for Space Research

Alan Hale is the founder and present Director of the Southwest Institute for Space Research, an independent scientific research and educational organization based in Alamogordo, New Mexico. He earned his Ph.D. in Astronomy from New Mexico State University in 1992 and has studied, among other subjects, the threat posed by near-Earth asteroids and the detecting of planets around other stars. He is a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and prior to attending graduate school worked for 2 1/2 years as a Deep Space Network engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California. 

He is best known, of course, for his discovery of Comet Hale-Bopp, which blazed over the skies of Earth during the early months of 1997, and more recently he led a delegation of fellow scientists, students, and educators on a well-publicized journey to Iran to view the total solar eclipse in August 1999.

Dr. Hale is a passionate and outspoken advocate for improved science education in our society, for the fostering of critical thinking skills, for the enhancement of career opportunities for our scientifically trained students, and for an increased human presence in space. In his talks he draws upon his wide range of experiences as he presents our knowledge of the universe in a "down-to-Earth" format and describes the challenges and opportunities awaiting humanity as we enter the 21st century.
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