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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Ambassador R. Nicholas Burns

Former Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs

SPEECH TOPICS:

The Economic Crisis: Its impact on American Competitiveness and Our Standing in the World. Wall Street’s collapse and the current economic crisis have affected every American and people around the world. How should the Obama Administration and Congress react to this crisis and lead the way toward an eventual recovery? How should the U.S. and American businesses act to protect our global economic interests? Nick Burns believes this is the most serious challenge Americans will face in the coming years. He outlines how Americans must make an international economic recovery our overriding national goal. He makes a strong case that the new U.S. Administration must continue to support American exports, resist protectionism, and work to restructure many of the leading international institutions to make them more effective in responding to current global challenges. Finally, he argues passionately that the U.S. must remain engaged in the world as an active and strong global leader and thus resist the twin illusions of isolationism and unilateralism.

Key Questions, Moving Forward. As the global financial crisis continues, one of the central challenges for President Obama and other world leaders in 2009 will be to decide how to create effective international actions to contain and overcome it. No nation can hope to address the financial and economic challenges alone but must instead work with the IMF and World Bank and other international institutions to coordinate recovery efforts. In addition, the leading world powers must consider creation of new institutions to regain economic stability. As China, India, Brazil and other emerging market countries rise in power, they will want greater leadership roles in existing institutions, including the United Nations Security Council.
 
How should the U.S. work to promote more effective global governance? Can President Obama keep the U.S. in a leadership position but also open the door to greater involvement by the rising powers in the most important global institutions? What are the implications of the rise of China, India and the other countries for America's long-term security? Will we be able to work with Russia effectively at a difficult time in our bilateral relationship? These are among the most important questions for the American people as we look to the future. Nicholas Burns, Harvard Professor and a former senior American diplomat, will discuss these vital issues and their implication for America’s security and long-term prosperity.
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