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Tisha Venturini

Olympic Athlete

Tisha is widely recognized as one of the best midfielders in the world.  Her dedication to the sport, both on and off the field are something to admire.  Her playing career both at the University of North Carolina (where the team won National Championships all four years she played) and as a part of the U.S. National Team (which one the Olympic Gold Medal in 1996 in front of almost 80,000 screaming fans at the Games in Atlanta and the 1999 World Cup Championship in front of 90,000 fans at the Rose Bowl) is testament to her resiliency and talent.  She has over 100 international appearances and is one of the team’s top ten all-time leading goal scorers.  Her accomplishments run many.

In addition to the Olympics and her collegiate career, Tisha was a member of the team that competed at the CONCACAF Championship in New York in 1993 as well as the Women’s World Cup in Sweden in 1995.  In college she was named an NSCAA All-American all four years, and won the Missouri Athletic Club College Player of the Year and the Hermann Trophy in 1994.  She eagerly awaits the opportunity to help her team reach victory at the next Women’s World Cup (to be held here in the U.S. during 1999 at large arenas around the country) and the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia.  Her on-field accomplishments only tell part of the story of this remarkable athlete’s life.

The ’96 Olympics set new standards and broke new ground for women’s athletics.  It has become an industry that has been embraced by corporate America like never before and has spurred participation and spectator growth amongst women and girls at an unprecedented rate.  The U.S. Team’s dramatic win against China in the finals of the World Cup in July of 1999 at the Rose Bowl in California drew 90,000 fans in attendance and over 40 million viewers on ABC (a 32 share and 23 rating), the highest rating for a women’s sporting event and soccer game in US history.  The event sold over 650,000 tickets and over 1 billion people watched the action worldwide.

Tisha joined the National Team in 1992 and has been a major contributor and leader since, achieving 100 international appearances.  She is a tireless competitor, and is known as the best “header” on the team and possibly in the world.  Off the field, she is always positive, keeping the team chemistry ahead of her personal goals.

Her busy schedule includes: training for and playing in upcoming international competitions, working with her sponsors (Nike, Friendly Chevrolet, and others), personal appearances, speaking engagements, camps and work for charity.
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