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GREAT EVENTS START HERE







Erik Weihenmayer

World-Class Blind Adventurer

Exclusively represented by Leading Authorities speakers bureau, Weihenmayer is one of the most inspiring, engaging, and sought after speakers in the world. Despite los​ing his vision at age 13, Erik has become an accomplished mountain climber, paraglider, skier, and kayaker who has never let blindness interfere with his passion for an exhilarating and fulfilling life. Erik’s powerful message speaks to harnessing the power of adversity and using it as fuel for greatness. He sees every new challenge as an opportunity to problem solve, strategize, and create a new way forward. Citing stories from his thrilling journeys, Erik’s presentations embrace a passion for discovery and innovation. He believes in being a pioneer, of making the impossible possible, and opening up a new world of opportunity for yourself, your organization, and your team. Erik’s accomplishments show that one does not have to have perfect eyesight to have extraordinary vision.

Modern Adventurer. In May 2001, Erik Weihenmayer became the only blind person in history to reach the summit of Mount Everest. In 2008, he completed his quest to climb the Seven Summits—the highest mountain on each continent— when he stood on top of Carstensz Pyramid, the tallest peak in Austral-Asia. Additionally, he has ascended dozens of major peaks, rock walls, and ice climbs around the planet. These include the first blind ascent of the 2,900-foot Nose of El Capi​tan in Yosemite, a difficult alpine climb of the spectacular 19,511-foot Alpamayo in Peru, and an ascent of a rarely-climbed 3,000 foot frozen waterfall in Nepal. 
In 2003, Erik competed in Primal Quest, among the toughest adventure races in the world: 457 miles through the Sierra Nevada, 9 days, 60,000 feet of elevation gain, and no time-outs. Averaging only two hours of sleep a night, Erik’s team was one of the 42 to cross the finish line out of the 80 elite teams that started. In 2006, Erik founded a first-of-its-kind adventure race, the Adventure Team Challenge, in which teams of able-bod​ied and disabled athletes compete; his team has won the past three years. In 2010, he completed the Leadville 100 mountain bike race on a tandem; once again becoming the first blind person to complete a world-class competition.
Expedition Im​possible. Erik recently finished in second place as part of Team No Limits on ABC’s reality adventure show Expedition Im​possible. With skill and determination, his team galloped across deserts on camels and Arabian stallions, kayaked raging whitewater, and overcame incredible challenges. No Limits’ team spirit made them the overwhelming fan favorite and a major source of inspiration for 5 million viewers throughout North America.

Celebrated Author. In addition to being a world-class adventurer and speaker, Erik is also the author of the book, Touch the Top of the World, which has been published in 12 countries and nine languages. It was made into an A&E Movie of the Week and then released on DVD. Publisher’s Weekly described Erik’s memoir as “moving and adven​ture packed, Weihenmayer tells his extraordinary story with humor, honesty and vivid detail, and his fortitude and enthusiasm are deeply inspiring.” Erik’s second book, The Adversity Advantage: Turning Everyday Struggles Into Everyday Greatness, shares seven “summits” for har​nessing the power of adversity and turning it into the never-ending fuel to growth and innovation. Steven Covey, author of the best-selling business book of all time, widely praised the book. 
Awards and Honors. Erik’s feats have earned him dozens of awards, recognitions, and TV appearances. He’s received the ESPY, the Nike’s Casey Martin Award, and the Helen Keller Lifetime Achievement Award. He’s made repeated visits to NBC’s TODAY and Nightly News, Oprah, Good Morning America, Nightline, and The Tonight Show. He has appeared on the cover of TIME, Outside, and Climbing magazines. Erik has also carried torches for both the Summer and Winter Olympic Games.
Erik and his accomplishments have also inspired two award-winning and renowned documentaries: Farther Than the Eye Can See and Blindsight. Farther Than the Eye Can See was ranked as one of the top-20 adventure films of all time, won first prize at 21 international film festivals, and was nominated for two Emmy awards. Blindsight won the People’s Choice Award at the Los Angeles, London and Berlin Film Festivals. A photo of Erik on top of a mountain has appeared on thousands of billboards around the country, including in Times Square.

Humanitarian Outreach. Erik has made it his life’s work to empower those who are often marginalized and pushed to the sidelines to live more fulfilling and adventurous lives. In 2005, he helped found No Barriers USA (nobarriersusa.org), a nonprofit organization with a goal of promot​ing cutting-edge ideas, approaches, and assistive technologies that help people push through their own personal barriers to live full and active lives. Erik is currently chairman of the board.
To celebrate the tenth anniversary of their Everest climb, in 2010, Erik and his team created the Soldiers to the Summit Program. Together they led a dozen severely disabled soldiers, all injured in Iraq and Afghanistan, to the summit of a 20,100-foot peak in Nepal. The project is the basis of a major feature film, called High Ground, that will premier in 2012 with the goals of helping other wounded warriors facing their own arduous recoveries and informing everyday Americans about the challenges faced by soldiers who return home after devastating injuries. 
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