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WORLD CLASS TALENT AND CREATIVE MEDIA

July 27, 2007

Congressman Peter Stark

United States House of Representatives
239 Cannon Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Stark:

I am writing to you in connection with a press release issued by your office attacking journalists
Susan Dentzer, Robert Bazell and Nancy Snyderman for being part of the “AHIP Speakers
Network,” a program managed by Leading Authorities. Unfortunately, this press release is
factually wrong.

Leading Authorities, Inc., one of the nation’s top lecture agencies, entered into a business
relationship with AHIP for the purpose of promoting health care speakers to AHIP members. In
this process, several journalist speakers were put on the joint Leading Authorities-AHIP
Speakers Network site. This was an error by Leading Authorities for which we take full
responsibility and was not authorized by the journalists mentioned above.

Our experience with nationally-recognized journalists is that they follow strict ethical guidelines
and do not accept speaking engagements for honoraria from corporate health care audiences or,
for that matter, from organizations that publicly advocate for health care issues. None of the
journalists above has ever been booked for the AHIP Speakers Network nor have they received
any fees.

I regret that an inadvertent error made by our firm has been used to attack journalists with the
highest ethical standards and integrity. | have apologized to them for our error and believe your
office should do the same.

Sincerely,
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Mark D. French
President
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