Kaihan Krippendorff
Renowned Business Strategist, Best-Selling Author of Outthink the Competition, and Popular Fast Company
Blogger
Kaihan Krippendorff is committed to helping organizations and individuals thrive in today’s era of fast-paced
disruptive technological change. Kaihan is known for his ability to turn difficult concepts into easy-to-understand
ideas that drive meaningful outcomes and actions. He is an internationally recognized thought-leader, battletested consultant, and sought-after keynote speaker on the topics of business strategy, growth, transformation,
and innovation.
Kaihan began his career as a strategy consultant with McKinsey & Company before founding the growth strategy
and innovation consulting firm Outthinker. Growth strategies and innovations created through Outthinker have
energized countless organizations, teams, and individuals all while generating over $2.5B in revenue for many of
the world’s most recognizable Fortune 500 companies.
An accomplished author, Kaihan has written four books on business strategy, growth, and transformation, most
recently Outthink the Competition (John Wiley & Sons). For his forthcoming book, Driving Innovation from Within:
A Guide for Internal Entrepreneurs (Columbia University Press, 2019), Kaihan deeply researched and interviewed
more than 150 internal innovators and leaders in nearly every conceivable industry.
Kaihan is a member of the prestigious Thinkers50 Class of 2019 Radar group – A global selection of the top 30
management thinkers to follow and hear from in the coming year. The group has been described as a “dream
team of researchers, advisers, entrepreneurs, and organizational leaders” that will “intrigue, inspire, and guide”
people and organizations with their ideas. Also in 2019, he was shortlisted for the Thinkers50 2019 Distinguished
Achievement Award in the Innovation category.
Kaihan founded The Outthinker Network – a group of high-level strategists and innovators for large global
organizations. Quarterly roundtables are a unique opportunity for senior executives to take part in an intimate,
candid, and forward-looking conversation with a network of peer professionals and the world’s most sought-after
disruptive thinkers, including Rita Gunther McGrath, John Hagel, and George Day, among others. Quarterly
meetings facilitated by Kaihan connect him with both thought-leaders and organizational leaders, providing
insights as to what issues are most relevant and how companies can approach and conquer threats of disruption.
Amidst his dizzying schedule of keynotes, consulting projects, ongoing research and writing, Kaihan still finds
time to be a consultant with Wharton Executive Education, faculty member of Florida International University and
lecturer at business schools throughout the US and internationally. He is regularly featured in key business
media outlets, including BusinessWeek, Harvard Business Review, Forbes, Time, Fox Business, Fast Company, PBS,
and Bloomberg Radio.
Kaihan is an advisory board member for a blockchain-powered transportation platform, an international food
processing/exporting company, and a B-corporation focused on sustainable products and lifestyle.
He earned a Master of Business Administration at Columbia Business School and London Business School, a
Bachelor of Science in finance from Wharton Business School, and a Bachelor of Science in mechanical
engineering from the University of Pennsylvania, and he holds a Doctorate of Science in economics.
With a mother from Bangladesh and a father from Germany, Kaihan brings a holistic, diverse, and global
perspective to everything he does. His work has brought him to 58 countries all over the world. He speaks three
languages and has lived or spent significant periods of time in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and the
Pacific. He lives in Greenwich, Conn., with his wife and three children.
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